
 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takes away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.          - Doxology 

If you call on the Father, who judges according to every man’s work, without respect 
for persons, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear. For you know that you 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, but with the precious blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 
        - Saint Peter, First Epistle, 1:17-19 

 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

- Saint Paul, First Epistle to the Corinthians, 5:7 

 

 

What is a lamb? A domesticated animal, 

part of the human world. It provides us 

with clothing, milk, and meat. It is 

peaceful and obedient in comparison 

with other animals. Its fleece often can 

be washed to a bright white, symbolizing 

purity and virginity. 

The lamb serves as an icon of Christ 

throughout the Bible. When Abraham is 

about to sacrifice Isaac in obedience to 

God’s testing command, Isaac asks his 

father where the sacrificial lamb is. 

Abraham replies: “My son, God will 

provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering” (Genesis 22:7). Just moments later, he 

does: the angel tells Abraham to spare Isaac and a ram for the sacrifice is found 

nearby to take Isaac’s place.  

Lambs are also specified as appropriate sacrifices 
throughout the Mosaic law: as burnt offerings for general 
devotion and atonement of sin, as peace offerings, as 
trespass offerings, and as sin offerings for common 
people, as opposed to the goats sacrificed for rulers and 
bulls sacrificed for priests. The firstborn son of every 
father was to be redeemed by the sacrifice of a lamb 
(Exodus 13:13).                                                              



In the perfected sacrificial regime shown to the 
prophet Ezekiel, at a time when the princes of Israel 
“shall no more oppress my people,” the lamb takes on 
a still more central role: the offering was to include 
“one lamb out of the flock, out of two hundred, out of 
the fat pastures of Israel; for a meat offering, and for a 
burnt offering, and for peace offerings, to make 
reconciliation for them, saith the Lord God. All the 
people of the land shall give this oblation for the prince 
in Israel” – that is, for the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
envisioned as enthroned in the perfected temple of 
Ezekiel’s vision (Ezekiel 45:8-16). 

Perhaps most significantly, a lamb “without blemish, a male of the first year” is the 
sacrifice specified for the ancient Passover. After it lives with the family all week, “the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill” the lamb, “and they shall eat 
the flesh in that night” (Exodus 12:5-8). Just as the waters of baptism and the body 
and blood of Christ received in communion mark us out for eternal life, so too did 
the consumed body of the Passover lamb and its blood spattered on the door posts of 
their houses spare the families of ancient Israel the plague of death that afflicted all 
the rest of Egypt. From the Mishnah, an ancient Jewish text which records many of 
the practices of the second temple before the time of Christ, we even learn that the 
sacrifice of the lamb often took place with the lamb hanging from a horizontal stave, 
like the beam of a cross: “How did they hang up the carcasses and flay them? There 
were iron hooks fixed in the walls and pillars, and on these they used to hang the 
carcasses and flay them. And if any had no place where to hang and flay, there were 
thin smooth staves which 
a man could put on his 
own and his fellow’s 
shoulder and so hang and 
flay his offering.”  
(Pesahim 5:9) 

In the story of Gideon 

and the fleece (Judges 

6:36-40), the fleece serves 

first as an icon of Mary, who accepts the living water of the Holy Spirit when all the 

world around her is dry, but then empties herself out by willingly bearing the son who 

will die for the world so that all of humanity might receive this same living water.  



Yet the fleece is part of the lamb, just as Mary is part, 

the best part, of the Body of Christ, and so it also 

serves as a kind of icon of Christ, as indeed do our 

pictorial icons of his virgin mother. 

In later times, the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah 

specifically refer to the coming Messiah as a lamb. 

Foretelling the meekness with which Christ 

confronted his persecutors, Isaiah tells us that “He 

was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 

not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 

slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opens not his mouth” 

(Isaiah 53:7). The Lord confirms Isaiah’s prophecy when he speaks through 

Jeremiah’s mouth: “But I was like a lamb or an ox that is brought to the slaughter; and 

I knew not that they had devised devices against me, saying, ‘Let us destroy the tree 

with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the 

land of the living, that his name may be no more 

remembered.’  But, O Lord of hosts, that judges 

righteously, that tries the reins and the heart, let me see 

thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I revealed 

my cause” (Jeremiah 11:19-20). 

All of this culminates in John the Baptist, the last and 

greatest of the ancient Hebrew prophets, recognizing 

Jesus as the Christ at the time of our Lord’s baptism, 

as chronicled in the Gospel of John: “The next day he 

saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29). 

The Gospels and Epistles identify Christ as this Lamb of God in a variety of ways. 

When Moses is called on to say whether men defiled (according to the Law) by 

contact with dead bodies could eat the Passover lamb, he makes clear that they can, 

and in so doing makes it clear that no bone of the sacrificial lamb may be broken 

(Numbers 9:12). In the 33rd Psalm, verses 18-20, David invokes this imagery: 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart,  
and saves such as be of a contrite spirit. 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous:  
but the Lord delivers him out of them all. 
He keeps all his bones:  
not one of them is broken. 



John the Evangelist tells us that this was 
prophetically spoken of our Lord as the Passover 
Lamb; for when our Lord and the two thieves 
(Saint Dismas and the other) were taken down 
from their crosses, the soldiers came, “and brake 
the legs of the first, and of the other which was 
crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, 
and saw that he was dead already, they brake not 
his legs: but one of the soldiers with a spear 
pierced his side, and forthwith came there out 
blood and water” – an image which once again 
connects Jesus Christ, as the Passover Lamb, with 
the blood of the old Paschal sacrifice and of Holy 
Communion, and the waters of our rebirth in Holy 
Baptism (John 19:32-34). 

The Book of Revelation, with its images of the destiny of the church and the world, 
completes and fulfills the lamb imagery threaded through all Holy Scripture. In the 
sixth century, Oecumenius noted with respect to 5:6 that “the lamb [in the vision] had 
not been slain, but it was ‘standing as [though] having been slain.’ For Christ returned 
to life, having trampled death and despoiled hades of all the souls held by it. And so 
the death of Christ was not a death of inviolate surety: it was as a death cut short by 
the resurrection. And even after the resurrection the Lord carried about the trophies 
of death – the imprint of the nails, his life-giving body made red by his blood.” 

It is this living Christ who is our leader and example. In imitating the Lamb we 
become his sheep, and he becomes our shepherd. Through this service we join the 
“great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues” standing before 
the throne and the Lamb, who “serve 
him day and night in his temple: and 
he that sits on the throne shall dwell 
among them. They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters: and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes” 
(Revelation 7:9-17). 


